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President George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington DC, 20500

U.S.A

We wish to express our deeply concern about Mr. Leonard Peltier case, a Native American leader who has been incarcerated for 29 years now, in The United States of America. He has been long recognized as a political prisoner, by such human rights luminaries as Amnesty International, he also have the massive support of the Native American people in his country and the support of millions of people worldwide.

More than any other person, he has come to symbolize the tragic and disturbing relationship between the United States government and its own Native citizens.

We are particularly worried by the clear indications of the FBI misconduct in the prosecution of Mr. Peltier case. Mr. Peltier was extradited from Canada on the basis of an affidavit signed by Ms. Myrtle Poor Bear, who claimed to be an eyewitness in the shoot out at Oglala. She later admitted the she wasn’t even there, had never met or seen Leonard Peltier, and had signed only after being terrorized by FBI agents. However, she wasn’t permitted to testify about this matter at his trial. However, at the trial a key FBI witness changed his long standing description of the vehicle involved in the shoot out so that matter linked Mr. Peltier (unfairly) to the scene. Ad most chillingly, the FBI concealed from the defence a ballistic test report reflecting Mr. Peltier’s innocence.

The FBI laboratory, as you no doubt have heard, is the subject of a whole series of recent reports that condemn it for fabricating evidence, falsifying evidence. Yet the extenuated nature of the only evidence against Leonard Peltier is so absurd that, if the FBI laboratory were either competent or honest, that so called evidence wouldn’t worth anything. They cover up lab reports that said they could not connect the one bullet (it wasn’t even a bullet but a casing, an expended casing) with was called the Wichita AR 15, the so-called “murder weapon”. And yet the FBI claimed to connect the AR 15 bullet casing (itself suspected of being fabricated evidence) with that particular AR 15, even though their own lab said they did not match.

Despite de above Mr. Peltier has been denied a new trial and he has served more time in prison than the most prisoners convicted with same crimes. His conduct in prison has been exemplary and he has participated in numerous humanitarian activities from behind bars. As an example, he has helped to establish Native American Scholarships and special programs for Native American youth. He sponsored children in Central America, organized the annual Christmas drive for the people in Pine Ridge Reservation and he promoted prisoner art programs. He’s clearly a man of compassion, and should have been set free long ago through mechanism of parole or clemency.

Soon it will be too late for justice in this tragic case. Should Mr. Peltier become disabled or die in prison, the damage to our relations with our Native American citizens will be irreversible.

We ask that urgent action be taken to set Mr. Leonard Peltier free.

Until there´s justice for all, our most dearly concepts of democracy remain at risk.
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El Clan del Lobo – Grupo de Apoyo al Comité de Defensa de Leonard Peltier
